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enormous influence is due to the way he has ex-
pressed the soul of India.

It must, however, be made clear that Indian
nationalism does not aim at creating barriers
against new influences or modern scientific ad-
vancement. It is really aiming at true cultural
growth which is based on assimilation and not
on imitation. Gandhiji himself writes:

"I am humble enough to admit that there is
much that we can profitably assimilate from
the west. Wisdom is no monopoly of our
continent or our race. My resistance to
Western civilisation is really a resistance to its
indiscriminate and thoughtless imitation based
on the assumption fhat Asiatics are fit only
to copy everything that comes from the
West. I do believe that if India has patience
enough to go through the fire of suffering
and to resist any unlawful encroachment upon
her own civilisation which, imperfect though
it undoubtedly is, has hitherto stood the
ravages of time, she can make a lasting con-
tribution to the peace and solid progress
of the world."1

1 Young India, Aug. n, 1927.